
Lent - ‘People can change to livemore like Jesus lived’ - taken fromYear 2 Lent Lesson:
One of the reasons we have the season of Lent is so people can take time to think about their lives.
Because Lent is leading us up to Easter, it is a quiet waiting season. Often people are too busy to
think about what they are doing. They do not think about how they speak and how they act
towards others. In Lent one of the things we are asked to do is take time to stop and think about
these things. It is by stopping and thinking that people notice if they are living as Jesus lived.

Parish News
Church Reno - Only part of 1 window
left to donate!!! Last chance to get your
name on the plaque! We had 3
wonderful St Francis families
contribute $1,667 each for a Parish
Window last week, noting that each will
receive a tax donation refund of $556,
so the effective net cost will be $1,111
each. If you would like to donate to
part of the remaining new Church
window, please contact Stuart King on
027 818 2403.



Church renovation parking and H&S - Various tradies and suppliers will require parking in front of
the Church during the renovation. Accordingly, an area will be reserved for them and coned off in
front of the Church as well as at the Presbytery. We thank you for your understanding and
patience. Temporary fencing will be placed around the Church this Saturday and we ask you to
adhere to the H&S notices placed there.
2024 Sacramental Programme - Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. Forms
are available at the school office. A must if you intend on sending your child to a Catholic College
in the future.
School/ParishWorking-bee on Saturday, 6 April - We will be having a working-bee on
Saturday, 6 April, from 10am at the Church to move the pews and other items to storage
containers that will be placed on the Presbytery lawns just up the road. We’ve also got some
pruning to do around the School grounds. A dozen awesome helpers have already signed
up - thank you so much. The more the merrier - refreshments will be provided at the Pt.
Chev. Bowling Club afterwards. Kindly contact Stuart on 027 818 2403 for more information.
Parish Easter Egg hunt from 10am in the School grounds after Mass on Sunday, 31 March.
Kindly place any donated eggs in the basket at the back of the Church.

BookWeek: Next week -
Our Book Week will be a celebration of the written and
spoken word. It will encourage the children and their
families to discover and enjoy the joy, power and energy of
books.

Book Week Activities:
● Book Fair - There will be a selection of books on sale

in the library. Monday to Friday 8.45 - 9.15am and
Monday to Friday 2.45 - 3.30pm. Books on display are
from Scholastic NZ. Books may be purchased for yourself or to be donated for our
school library. If you choose to donate a book, a special sticker will be placed on the
inside cover with your family’s name on it.

● Character Dress up Parade - next Friday at 9.30am (weather depending) Please
also join to celebrate our great week of total literacy engagement. Students are all
encouraged (but it’s not compulsory) to come to school dressed up as their
favourite book character. Parents are welcome to dress up and we will have a best
costume prize for one lucky parent.



● Author Visits - Parents are very welcome to come and hear our talented New
Zealand authors entertain and inspire our children. Sally Sutton, award winning
author of picture books and junior fiction titles - Tuesday March 12 from 9 – 10am
with the Junior School, 10 – 11am for the Middle School and 11.30am for the Senior
School. Jo van Dam, picture book author and local school librarian - Tuesday March
12 at 2pm for the Junior School.

● Parent Readers - You are invited to read a favourite story to your child’s class,
Wednesday March 13 from 2.30pm. If we have more than one parent per class, we
can organise reading to smaller groups. Let your class teacher know if you are
interested.

● Guest Readers - We have invited people from the local community to come and
read / tell their favourite story to each class on Monday March 11 at 12.30pm. Parents
are welcome to join us.

● Book Swap - The Middle / Senior Schools and then the Junior School will have time
in the hall on Thursday to browse through the donated pre-loved books and choose
one to take home.

● DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) - Three short bells will ring during the day and
teachers and children will stop what they are doing, find a book and read for 5
uninterrupted minutes.

● Daily Lunchtime Activities for children in the Library

A message from Mrs Mahoney - We are very excited that Book Week is almost here. Come
and join in the fun. We have enough books for our Book Swap. Many thanks to our
wonderful children and parents for your kind donations.

Year 5 and 6 Inner City Auckland Sports Cluster:
Cricket Competition - Thank you to all the parents
who helped with transport, managing the teams and
scoring. A big thank you to Mr Wright who organised
the whole competition for our cluster. A very
successful day (much more successful than Mrs
Bateman’s beloved Black Caps!!!)



The Bucket Challenge - Writing from Room 11 children:
● Mikaela K. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered the plants and I

loved it and filled the bucket with water. My bucket was green.
● Baz L. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered Mister Wilkie’s plants

and my bucket was gray.It was fun and it was at the top courts. We were
pretending to be poor people.

● Ethan B. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we went over to Mister Wilkie’s
garden to water his plants. Then we went 2 times up and down. My mum
bought my pink bucket from the dollar store. We tried to be like poor kids.

● Finley G. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we did a bucket under the tap
for Mr Wilkie because his plants were thirsty. We want food for kids.

● Katina K. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today I went to water the plants and
we went to the top court and i love water because it was a lot of fun
watering Mister Wilkie’s plants

● Mac A. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we brought buckets to school.
● Thomas M. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today I watered the plants and I

loved it. My bucket was green.
● Georgia Rose D. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered the plants

and I love it and I filled the bucket and I loved all of it. And my bucket was
red.

● Lachlan B. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered mister wilkie’s
garden. We got the water from the top court. I watered the plants by
myself. It was easy. I liked it.

● Fionnan L. Caritas Bucket Challenge - I watered Mister Wilkie's plants then
we practised carrying the buckets.

● Hazel C. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered Mister Wilkie’s
plants. My bucket was purple.

● Emma S. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we went to the court to get
water for the plants for Mister Wilkie. It was fun. We were trying to help
Mister Wilkie.

● Mila V.-B. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we went to the top court to
get water for the plants because we helped Mister Wilkie water his plants
and we were pretending we were poor people. It was fun.

● Lily D. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered Mister Wilkie’s plants
because it was Bucket Day. It was fun. I felt happy and it was for poor
people but it was just a practice.



● Juliana P. Caritas Bucket Challenge - Today we had Bucket Day at school.
First we went to the top court to get water for our bucket. Next we went to
the middle court and went to go to Mister Wilkie’s plants and that was the
end of that.

● Jack M. Charitas Bucket Challenge - Today I watered the garden with a
bucket. My bucket was green.

● Liana A. Charitas Bucket Challenge - Today we watered Mister Wilkie's
garden with our buckets. We filled them from the top court with water. It
was fun. I did it myself. It was easy too. I did it because it was Bucket Day.
My bucket was yellow.

● Mila I. Charitas Bucket Challenge - Today I watered Mister Wilkie's plants.

St Francis Netball teams - Calling all Future ferns! Newplayers and Returning
The season is nearly upon us and if you are keen to be part of one of our
Awesome St Francis teams, now is the time to let me know. The season will start
in Term 2 and goes through to the end of August. All games are played at the
Windmill courts in Mt Eden, under the future ferns module.

● Year 3 & 4 teams play Thursdays
● Year 5 & 6 teams play Wednesdays

If you would like any further information or would like to register to play, please
contact Kelly.rasch@gmail.com Please note - We are always in need of
volunteers for coaches, Managers and umpires…. WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!!
So if you are able to help with any of these roles, please let me know ASAP.

Amessage for Auckland Netball - Kia Ora, Auckland
Netball would like to invite you to attend our FREE
‘Netball is back, Give It a Go Day’ this coming
Saturday 9th March, and the following Saturday 16th

March at 1pm. This is an exciting opportunity for all
children from Year 1 right through to Year 8 to come
along to one of our venues at ANC St Johns, or
Windmill Park, Mt Eden and see what Netball is about. Even if you have played
before, we would love to have you along. We will have lots of fun activities
planned and some game time to ‘Give It a Go’. There will be chances to have all
your questions answered by our expert Umpire lead and Game Day advisors.
There will be spot prizes, a fun atmosphere, free ice creams, and most
importantly - lots of netball!
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Garden to Table - Making pizza with Santiago and Oscar from Room 2 - It looked like we were
making a potato pizza. How do you make a potato pizza? First, I chopped the kale and Oscar was
chopping the silver beat. Then Sebastian was chopping the garlic. Next we rolled out the pizza
dough. After that we put the potato on the pizza. The dough was soft and it stuck to my hands.
When it was cooking the smell filled my nostrils and I licked my lips with the pizza taste in the air.
I couldn't bear it anymore, I just wanted to open the oven and eat all of the pizzas in the oven.
When I heard the ding of the oven I was super excited to taste the pizza. I loved the taste of the
pizza. Then when I heard another ding of the other oven that meant that the apple and rhubarb
crumble was ready. It was delicious! I accidentally started before everyone else because my dad
and I got served at the table first. My dad was waiting for everyone to start while I was eating. My
dad told me “Santiago wait for everyone else” and I was like “oops”! Today was the best garden
to table I’ve ever had!

Round the Bays - Edlynn from Room 2 participated in NZ's
largest fun run on the weekend, Round the Bays, completing the
8.4km course along Tamaki Drive. With this being her 1st big
run, she performed brilliantly, of course there were breaks in
between and moments of self doubt, but she persevered and
pushed through physically and mentally, finishing the run in 76
minutes and placed 253 out of 1050 finishers in the under 12
years division.

If your family participated in the Round the Bays run we would
love to see your photos as well!



Anew segment called 'An interviewwith...' - The whanau leaders have some gruelling questions
for our staff to get to know them better, we also thought it would be fun to share these responses
with our community! First up 'An interview with... Mrs Milne'

'An interviewwith... MrsMilne' - written by the Year 6 Leaders

● What made you want to be a teacher?
I am the oldest in my family and for as long as I can remember my favourite “game “ to inflict on
my younger siblings in our garage was “schools “. Of course I was the teacher and they had to
do spelling and maths tests, so I could give them stickers! The power of those gold stars!!
From those early days I was determined to be a real teacher, before I knew it at 19, that’s what I
was actually doing!!

● Who was your favourite teacher when you were younger
and why?

My favourite teacher was Miss Shirley, I was 7! She wore red patent
leather slingback shoes, (ask your nana about those ). I was
suitably impressed and can see them clearly! I couldn’t wait to
grow up and be able to wear some just like her!! Then to make my
eyes sparkle with devotion even more she chose me to be Mary in
the Christmas nativity!! My blue veil and white dress was made out
of satin by my clever mum and boy did I think I was headed for
fame and fortune!!

● What is your favourite thing to do on a Saturday morning?
My favourite Saturday morning has changed so many times.
When I first got married there was no shopping on Saturday so Mr
Milne and I spent our Saturdays renovating our first house, then It
used to be Saturday sport with my children, so much fun and it only seems like yesterday !!
If you know me you’ll know my consistent favourite has always been an early morning run and a
coffee!! Now running is a bit slower and I’m loving fitting in Rugby tots and Little kickers with my
number 1 grandson !!

● What saint did you choose for your confirmation and why?
My confirmation name is Mary, I think it was still frommy memories of that starring role in
primary school!!

Keep your eyes peeled over the next few weeks to see who is interviewed by the Whanau
Leaders next!



ParentMeeting - On 14 March at 7.30pm we have Andrew Cowie returning for another internet
safety and education session, this time focused on gaming which is likely to be a big focus in
many households. This session is open to kids as well, primarily Year 5 and 6. Andrew is bringing
with him a co-presenter, a Year 6 boy who will be able to speak to this topic from a kids
perspective. Please come along for an interesting and informative evening! Any questions please
see Oliva Neary or Lisa Dixon.

Foodie Friday – Friday 15thMarch – Book Parade Day
Orders Open today and close 8pmWednesday 13th March.
Slices are $2 per slice and order options are:
- Ham & Cheese
- Cheese
- Gluten Free Cheese
- Gluten Free / Vegan Cheese
There is the option to also order a Just Juice box for $2.50. This Foodie Friday there will be the
additional option to order a Mini Jelly Tip / Mini Choc Bar Ice Cream or Lemonade Ice Block for
$2.50. Thanks to Dallas for the Tip Top Treats!
Orders must be made and paid for using the ‘My Kindo’ App or My Kindo website, which you will
need to register for and load each child individually – connected with their new 2024 classroom
classroom. Then complete and pay for their orders.
For any questions or queries, or to be involved in helping with this exciting initiative please contact
Annalies Donald at annalies.donald@meshconsulting.co.nz
Please make sure your child is allocated to their new 2024 classroom in the app for their order to
go to the right place. Orders close Wednesday 13th March.

PMP helpers needed - Parents and grandparents we are starting our popular and highly valuable
PMP programme on Thursday and Friday mornings in Terms 2 and 3. We need YOU! Commit to a
weekly or less frequent casual slot. Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP) is a parent led
programme at St Francis School. It develops Y0-2 children's perceptions and understandings of
distance, height and space as well as memory. PMP is a step-by step programme based on
physical and sensory activities that are repeated over two sessions. Teachers observe the children
and note areas for development through the parallel classroom programme. PMP prepares the
brain for learning. A consistent and varied "diet" of physical and sensory experience is the key to
developing perception and co-ordination. The store of experiences when those perceptions and
reactions become automatic leaves the brain free for higher thinking tasks.
We need a roster of 8 to 12 parents or grandparents to monitor and explain the activities to
children and help with equipment pack up. The commitment is 8:30 to 11:10 Thursdays and Fridays
in Terms 2 and 3. Training is given to the helpers at the end of Term 1.
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Classes come to the Hall for 25 minutes and move through the 4 stations for the day. Stations
develop fitness, locomotion (moving the whole body), hand-eye and balance. You don’t need to
be fit, just check the children do the activities correctly and safely while the teachers assess the
children and support you.
Please email the coordinator (Angela Franich) at angelajshand@gmail.com or leave your details
at the school office if you can help in any way.

Congratulations - to Eddie Donald from Room 8 who
on the weekend qualified to compete at the NZ
Tournament Waterski National Championships in
Karapiro in the last week of March. We wish him all
the best as he trains and prepares over the next few
weeks. Well Done Eddie!

New School App - We have 171 parents successfully
logged in and using the school app!! For those of you
who haven’t used the app yet, please let us know if you need a new login link (the initial email
would have timed out by now!)
Thank you for using the app to fill in the annual ‘Overall Consent Form’. We have 145 children who
now won’t need individual consent forms for all sorts of low risk trips and activities. This saves so
much admin time. If you haven’t filled this out yet, it is located at the ‘permission slips’ icon on the
app.
Just a heads up - Parent Interviews are next term and bookings will be made via the app.

School Docs - Just a reminder that all of our school policies can be found at schooldocs.co.nz
Username: stfrancis, Password: brave. There is also a link to our School Docs platform on the app.

Walking School Bus - Two awesome Mum’s from the Friends of St Francis, Caitlin Earl (Harley’s
mum) and Bridget Marshall (Oscar and Eddie’s mum) are keen to get the Walking School Bus up
and running again, possibly starting with Friday mornings. If you are interested please check out
the post about it on the Friends of St Francis FaceBook page -
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162830310827978

After School Extra-Curricular Opportunities:
● Monday - Art Lessons https://www.creativematters.co.nz/
● Tuesday - **NEW**- Spanish Lessons - Spanish lessons at St Francis by the Spanish

Institute. Mixed ability Spanish lessons Tuesdays, 3.00pm-4.30pm in the Whanau Room,
Starting 13th February. Our tutor will provide Spanish snacks for the first lesson. $180 for a 9
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week term, message Justina 0273670500 for a link to sign up on their website:
https://www.spanishinstitute.co.nz/spanish/spanish-children-classes.html

● Thursday - Playball https://www.playballkids.com/index
● Friday - Bricks4Kids https://www.bricks4kidz.co.nz/

Lunch time Soccer Skills with Billy Harris - Text Billy on 0272799042 to enrol or organise a trial
class. See his website www.billyharris.co.nz

St Francis Dads Support Group aka Darts Night - last Thursday of
themonth - The first phenomenal darts session catch up for 2024
last Thursday was a roaring success. Unsurprisingly, Richard Wager
took out the coveted trophy. Esteban won the glorious money
round and is still glowing. The next darts session will be held on
Thursday, 28March, from 8pm, at the infamous Pt. Chev. Bowling
Club - Lock it in! The quality of the darts playing maybe average,
but it’s awesome fun. This is a great venue for new Dads to the School to mingle with other Dads -
the more the merrier. Please contact Stuart on 027 818 2403 for more details and to join the Darts
WhatsApp group. No darts experience required.

Our parent community,making a difference -This March,
Natalie Hachache, Dante’s mum, is getting active to help
fundraise for Ronald McDonald House NZ, where families with
children in hospital receive accommodation and support. If you
can help by donating please click the link below or scan the QR
code https://housetohouse.org.nz/natalie-hachache

Save the date - School Cross Country
Friday 3May frommidday (weather permitting).

Amessage for Year 6 parents - if
you are interested in being part of the organisation committee for the
Year 6 End of Year Graduation Dinner / Celebrations etc please email
the school office.
School Canopy for lower courts - RayWhite Point Chevalier - are supporting us to raise funds for
our St Francis School Canopy project. If you’re looking at selling, please
contact the Ray White Point Chev. Team directly on (09) 846 8996 and let
them know that you are from St. Francis. Please also let Stuart King know
(027 818 2403) so we can keep track of the approaches.
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Sponsorship Through Referral Programme: Property
Management Services

St Francis Catholic School is excited to share a unique
'Sponsorship Through Referral Programme' offered by Iron

Bridge Property Management. Through this special initiative, Iron Bridge – a family owned
company - are offering discounted residential property management services to friends and
family of the school community, while at the same time helping St Francis School. How It Works:

● Refer someone who becomes a client for Iron Bridge Property Management services. The
school will receive a $500 cash contribution.

● Plus, the new client gets a generous 20% discount on our standard management fee.

We encourage the school community to spread the word about this opportunity through various
channels. Please quote 'ST FRANCIS PRIMARY SCHOOL / IRON BRIDGE PARTNERSHIP' when referring
potential clients. Contact Marisa Johnstone (school parent) for more details:
Marisa@ironbridge.co.nz or 022 633 5095 www.ironbridge.co.nz

Dates for 2024:
● Term 1 - Wednesday 31 January - 12 April, Teacher Only Days - School Closed: Friday 22

March, Public Holidays - School Closed: Good Friday: Friday 29 March, Easter Monday:
Monday 1 April and Easter Tuesday: Tuesday 2 April

● Term 2 - Monday 29 April - Friday 5 July, Public Holidays - School Closed: King’s
Birthday:Monday 3 June, Friday 28 June: Matariki

● Term 3 - Monday 22 July - Friday 27 September
● Term4 - Monday 14 October - Wednesday 18 December, Public Holidays - School Closed:

Labour Day: Monday 28 October

Upcoming events this term
Thursday 7 March - Collectively Kids ECE visiting us
Friday 8 March - Assembly led by the Middle School
Monday 11 March - Book Week
Thursday 14 March - Netsafe Parent Meeting - Gaming
Friday 15 March - Book Week Dress Up Character Parade - All welcome!
Monday 18 March - St Patrick’s Day Dress Up Walking School Bus 8.00am, Y3-6 Caritas visitor
Wednesday 20 March - St Francis choir performance at St Michael’s 1.00pm
Thursday 21 March - Inner City Softball Comp Y5/6 - ‘Tika Thursday’ MUFTI DAY!!!!
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Friday 22 March - Teacher Only Day - School closed, Skids open
Sunday 24 March - Palm Sunday
Monday 25 March - Holy Week begins
Tuesday 26 March - BOT meeting
Friday 29 March - Good Friday - School closed
Saturday 30 March - Holy Saturday
Sunday 31 March - Easter Sunday
Monday 1 April - Easter Monday - School closed
Tuesday 2 April - Easter Tuesday - School closed
Friday 5 April - Easter Mass, All welcome
Saturday 6 April - Parish Working Bee from 10.00am
Friday 12 April - Foodie Friday, Easter Dress Up Walking School Bus, Last day of Term 1

Coming up next term
Monday 29 April - Term 2 begins
Tuesday 30 April - Year 5 and 6 visit to the Guang Shan temple
Thursday 2 May - Inner City Swimming comp
Friday 3 May - School Cross Country frommidday
Tuesday 7 May - Year 1 and 2 Jesus Meal
Wednesday 8 May - Thursday 9 May - Special Character Review visitors from the Diocese
Thursday 16 May - Inner City Cross Country comp @ Grey Lynn Park
Friday 17 May - Foodie Friday
Sunday 19 May - Pentecost
Monday 20 May - Year 1 and 2 ‘Stepping Out’ (road safety) all week with the NZ Police
Tuesday 28 May - BOT meeting
Monday 3 June - King’s Birthday weekend
Thursday 6 June - Inner City Rugby League comp @ Cornwall Park
Monday 10 June - School Photos Day
Tuesday 11 June and Wednesday 12 June - Year 1 and 2 Art trip
Friday 14 June - Foodie Friday
Tuesday 18 June - Friends of St Francis fundraiser - Oxford Pies - pick up day
Tuesday 25 June - BOT meeting
Friday 28 June - Matariki Public Holiday
Friday 5 July - Foodie Friday, Last day of Term 2

Lisa Bateman lisab@stfrancis.school.nz or principal@stfrancis.school.nz
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