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The first week of Advent:​ Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy 
world. This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, and focus on 
what’s really important. We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts 
to celebrate your birth on Christmas, Amen.  
 
The Candle of Hope - Color: Purple.  Purple is the primary color associated 
with Advent. Within the Catholic Church it symbolizes penance, preparation, 
and sacrifice. During the first week of Advent, we look forward to Jesus’ 
coming with hope.   
  
Update on Important Safety Message from last week:​  The incident where our neighbours had to deal with an 
“unwelcome intruder” last week has resulted in the “intruder” being trespassed from the house and from our school 
grounds.  The Police have suggested we continue to remain vigilant with the safety of our children.  I would 
suggest that for the rest of the year you do not drop your children off at school prior to 8:00 am and do not leave 
them waiting, unsupervised after school. We also recommend that children do not use the walkway path at the 
bottom of Montrose Street unless they are accompanied by an adult.   We need to work together to protect our 
precious children.  If you have any questions or concerns please come and see me directly, Lisa Bateman. 
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Uniform:​  Please consider donating your old St Francis uniforms to our second hand uniform collection, 
particularly from our Year 6 leavers who will no longer need their uniforms.  We have lots of families wanting to 
purchase second hand uniforms but there's not a lot of stock!  
  
Message from the St Francis Library:​ All books need to be back by the end of Week 8, Friday Dec 6.  Stocktake 
begins Week 9.  Please see Mrs Mahoney if you have any problems with Library Books.  
 
Year 6 Beach Education Trip to Muriwai Beach:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nativity Walking School Bus: ​On the morning of Friday the 13th of December we will be having a Nativity 
Walking School Bus, to and from Walker Park.  Start getting your Nativity costume ready!!!  I am looking forward to 
seeing children walking along the road dressed as angels, shepherds, wise men etc. 
 
Kids 4 Kids Choir at the Bruce Mason Center:  

Inner City Sports Cluster Athletics Competition:  
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Dates for 2020:​  The Government has announced that they are “gifting” all primary and secondary schools with 8 
Teacher Only Days over the next 3 years.  The purpose of these days are for teacher professional development 
and to reduce workload.  The Board of Trustees has chosen to spread these days out over the 3 years, at times 
that are more convenient to families e.g. attached to long weekends or school holidays.  These are the tentative 
dates for 2020: Friday 6 March 2020, Tuesday 2 June 2020 - Queen’s Birthday Weekend, Friday 23 October 2020 
- Labour Weekend. 
 
Year 1 and 2 Trip to the Park:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming up this term: 
Wednesday 4 December and Thursday 5 December - Y0,1, 2 Beach / 
Playground Trip  
Friday 6 December - New Children Welcome Assembly at 2.15pm, Year 6 
leaver / parent Mass and Dinner 
Friday 13 December - Nativity walking school bus, End of Year Reports 
go home  
Monday 16 December - Parent Open Classroom Afternoon (to ask 
questions about reports) 3.00pm - 4.30pm  
Tuesday 17 December - Visit 2020 classes 
Wednesday 18 December - Visit 2020 classes  
Thursday 19 December - Prizegiving Mass at St Benedicts 6.00pm 
Friday 20 December - Last day of school, Nativity play, School finishes at 1pm-ish 
 
Lisa Bateman   ​lisab@stfrancis.school.nz​ or ​principal@stfrancis.school.nz  
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