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This Friday - A day of prayer for the people of Ukraine - Catholics in
Aotearoa New Zealand are being asked to visit their churches this Friday
to join with Pope Francis in a special day of prayer for Ukraine.
Bishop Steve said visiting a church next Friday would be a show of
solidarity. “All over Ukraine, people are having to flee their homes
because of the war. Leaving our homes here in Aotearoa New Zealand to
go to our local church to pray on this special day would very much be
showing solidarity to the people having to leave their homes in Ukraine.
This is the season of Lent, which is about the change, the conversion of the heart. Christ calls us to love our
enemies and to embrace each other as brothers and sisters. And as we pray for Ukraine we also remember those
caught in other conflicts, including Yemen, Syria, South Sudan, Afghanistan, Libya and elsewhere.”
Our Church will be open from 7am – 7pm this Friday for anyone that wants to visit, and Fr John will lead the
Rosary, Sorrowful Mysteries at 6:30pm.
This Friday is also the Feast of the Annunciation where we celebrate Mary’s fiat, or in more simple terms, her
“Yes”. This feast day reminds us how we too are called to say Yes …like Mary did.
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Mufti Day this Friday - Our Year 6 Whanau Leaders are organising a mufti day this
Friday, the 25th of March, to raise money for the Red Cross Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis
Appeal. The theme will be: blue and yellow. Any donations will be greatly appreciated.
Something you might like to do at home to support - Aroha for Ukraine.
Parish News - Father John and his team are currently working on
a plan to complete the Confirmation lessons missed last year
because of COVID, and then will work on a timeline for this year’s
Sacramental Programme. When the dates are confirmed we will
publish them in the newsletter and have forms at the office.

Thank you to
Thomas, from the
Parish, for
making these
beautiful rosary
beads for us.
Here is a picture
of the Year 6
Liturgy Team,
who have
distributed them
to our Middle and
Senior School.

Board of Trustees Update - Here are a couple of things that our fantastic Board are currently working on:
●

●

●

The Kainga Ora (Housing NZ) building happening on the corner of Pt Chev Rd and Great North Rd (over
our back fence) has begun. The old garage has been removed and safety fencing has been put up to
block the hole it has created in our fencing, and now the underground facilities such as water, power and
internet are being sorted out. The next step is earthworks, which should start very soon. We have met with
the contractors to ensure that all the Health and Safety requirements are being followed.
Auckland Transport are working on reducing speed limits in parts of Pt Chev, and around schools in our
area. The Board have met with Auckland Transport to make sure that our school is included and that the
streets that our children walk or cycle on are made as safe as possible. We look forward to positive
change on the roads of Pt Chev over the next few years.
Current property upgrades:
★ Security Cameras installed ✓
★ Broken or raised concrete around the playgrounds and field replaced ✓
★ Drainage and plumbing upgrades around Room 6, 7 and 8 ✓
★ Fencing between the school and Father John’s house replaced - in the upcoming holidays
★ Fencing between the school and the neighbours, next to our driveway replaced - in the upcoming
holidays
★ Old barge boards replaced on the outside of Rooms 2, 3, 4 and 5 - in the upcoming holidays
★ Next on the list - Autex (interior wall coverings) replaced in Room 2, 3, 4, and 5 and upgrades of
breakout spaces in Room 6, 7 and 8.
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Sibling Enrolments for 2022, 2023 and 2024 - have you remembered to fill out enrolment forms for any younger
siblings. Our New Entrant classes are filling up fast so please get your paperwork handed in ASAP.
PMP helpers needed - Parents and grandparents we are starting our popular and highly valuable PMP
programme on Thursday and Friday mornings in Terms 2 and 3. We need YOU! Commit to a weekly or less
frequent casual slot.
Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP) is a parent led programme at St Francis School. It develops Y0-2 children's
perceptions and understandings of distance, height and space as well as memory. PMP is a step-by step
programme based on physical and sensory activities that are repeated over two sessions.
PMP prepares the brain for learning. A consistent and varied "diet" of physical and sensory experience is the key
to developing perception and coordination. The store of experiences when those perceptions and reactions
become automatic leaves the brain free for higher thinking tasks.
We need a roster of 8 to 12 parents or grandparents (volunteers must be vaccinated) to monitor and explain the
activities to children and help with equipment pack up. The commitment is 8:30 to 11:10 Thursdays and Fridays in
Terms 2 and 3.
Training is given to the helpers at the end of Term 1. Classes come to the Hall for 25 minutes and move through
the 4 stations for the day. Stations develop fitness, locomotion (moving the whole body), hand-eye and balance.
You don’t need to be fit just check the children do the activities correctly and safely while the teachers assess the
children and support you.
Email our parent coordinator Pip Wright on pip21@gmail.com to lock in your slot or slots.
After School Opportunity - Shine Speech and Drama - classes inspire confidence and imagination, helping
students communicate effectively and build self-belief that helps them succeed in life. Shine Speech and Drama
covers: public speaking, acting skills, voice (projection and articulation), reading aloud skills, positive body
language, storytelling, relationship skills. Register here for Term 2 lessons, beginning Wednesday 11 May 2022.
Term fees are $240 with 8 lessons guaranteed per term. Any questions please don't hesitate to call Nina on
021-160 9197. Venue: the school Whanau Room / Garden to Table Room.
2nd hand uniform - If you need anything from the 2nd hand uniform, Lauren or Mark will be in the Whanau Room
on Friday mornings before school to help you. Scan in at the gate and then pop in to see them.
Respecting our Neighbours - Please be courteous when
parking in Montrose Street. Our lovely neighbours get rightly
upset if their driveways are blocked during drop off and pick up or
if our parents are doing u-turns in their driveways rather than
turning around at the bottom of the road.
St Francis Dads Darts Night - The next darts wickedly
awesome fun session will be on Thursday, 31 March, from 8pm
at the infamous Pt Chev Bowling Club. Contact Stuart King on
027 818 2403 for more details and to join the Darts WhatsApp
group. No darts experience required.
Futsal for St Francis Dads - The Dad’s Futsal session last
Thursday on the lower courts was deemed successful - no major
injuries and no broken windows. Not to chance fate again on the
latter, and due to the impending daylight savings and dodgy
weather, we’ve decided to move indoors into the Hall on
Thursdays from 7-8pm. There will be refreshments at the local
Wapiti Sports Bar afterwards. Contact Stuart King on 027 818
2403 for more details and to join the Futsal WhatsApp group.
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Dates for 2022:
Term 1 – Thursday 3 February – Thursday 14 April
Term 2 – Monday 2 May – Friday 8 July
Term 3 – Monday 25 July – Friday 30 September
Term 4 – Monday 17 October – Friday 16 December
School Canopy for lower courts - Ray White - We are happy
to announce that Ray White Pt Chevalier - Von Group Ltd.
(previously known as “the Professionals Real Estate Point
Chevalier“) have agreed to be a major contributor towards our St
Francis School Canopy project should at least one person in our
St Francis network that is looking at selling their property
approach Derek von Sturmer of Ray White Pt. Chevalier - Von Group Ltd. directly on 027 533 7357 or
Derek.vs@raywhite.com. Accordingly, if you’re looking at selling, please contact Derek directly and let him know
that you are from St. Francis. Please also let Stuart King know (027 818 2403) so we can keep track of the
approaches.
Learning at the Point Kindergarten has spaces available - Learning at the Point is our community
Kindergarten within walking distance of St Francis Primary School, on Huia Road. A small, loving, learning based
community Kindy with experienced teachers who have been on the team for over 15 years, and a 1 to 5 teacher to
child ratio. Visit the website for more information, session times and fees www.learningatthepoint.co.nz
Or call 8469897 to organise a visit.
Coming Up:
Friday 25 March - Mufti Day - Blue and Yellow
Friday 1 April - April Fools Day
Monday 11 April - Holy Week Celebrations - Palm Sunday liturgies
Tuesday 12 April - Holy Week Celebrations - Last Supper liturgies
Wednesday 13 April - Holy Week Celebrations - Good Friday liturgies
Thursday 14 April - Holy Week Celebrations - Easter Sunday liturgies - Last day of Term 1
Friday 15 April - Good Friday
Saturday 16 April - Easter Saturday
Sunday 17 April - Easter Sunday
Monday 18 April - Easter Monday
Monday 25 April - ANZAC Day
Monday 2 May - Start of Term 2
Tuesday 3 May - School Photos Day
Sunday 8 May - Mother’s Day

Lisa Bateman lisab@stfrancis.school.nz or
principal@stfrancis.school.nz

St Patrick’s Day Dress Up in Room 6
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